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recommended by almost every reviewer. If good advice can avail, 
this work will create a new era of biblical intelligence. 

The Editors. 



Demonic Possession in the New Testament. Its Relations, His- 
torical, Medical, and Theological. By William Menzjes 
Alexander, M.D. New York : Imported by Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, 1902. Pp. 306. $1.50, net. 

Psychic Research and Gospel Miracles. A Study of the Evidences 
of the Gospel's Superphysical Features in the Light of the 
Established Results of Modern Physical Research. By 
Rev. Edward M. Duff, M.A., and Thomas G. Allen, M.D. 
New York: Thomas Whittaker, 1902. Pp.408. $1.50, net. 

The practically simultaneous appearance of these two volumes indi- 
cates the interest, so apparent in other publications, in the psychology 
of religion. The two volumes are by no means duplicates, neither 
are they of the same worth. That of Dr. Alexander has method and 
considerable historical feeling. In it one may find a summary account 
of biblical demonology from the earliest Hebrew superstition, and also 
a somewhat full exposition of the medical aspects of such phenomena. 
The author holds that all cases designated "demoniac" belong to the 
category of lunacy or idiocy, but also believes that there were forms of 
" possession " in which in addition real demons were concerned. The 
test to be applied he holds to be that whatever is explicable on the 
principles of modern science is to be regarded as natural ; all else as 
supernatural. This seems to us to presuppose a finality in present 
scientific results which is hardly warranted. Pathological psychology 
is still in its infancy. As a further test he holds that those truly 
demonized confessed Jesus as the Messiah and were rebuked by him 
for so doing. The conclusion of the book is that " the incarnation 
initiated the establishment of the kingdom of heaven upon earth. 
That determined a counter-movement among the powers of darkness. 
Genuine demonic possession was one of its manifestations." 

It is to be regretted that the author should not have more critically 
discussed the historicity of the narratives dealing with the phenomena 
of demoniac possession, and should have left all but unconsidered the 
possibility that the confession of Jesus as Messiah might have been due 
to some pathological condition that, like clairvoyance, was very sus- 
ceptible to " suggestion." For lack of these elements the work can 
hardly be said to have added greatly to our knowledge of nervous dis- 
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eases, or to have carried the discussion of its subject into regions where 
it must sooner or later be carried. Its chief value, apart from its archae- 
ological material, lies in its persistent emphasis of the truth that 
demoniac possession is pathological and not moral. 

The second of the two volumes attempts a defense of gospel 
miracles by a reworking of Hudson's theories, and an indiscriminate 
combination of spiritualism, Chinese demonology, and the proceedings 
of the Society for Psychical Research. S. M. 



A Primer of the Christian Religion, Based on the Teaching of 
Jesus, its Founder and Living Lord. By George Holley 
Gilbert, Ph.D., D.D. New York : The Macmillan Co., 
1902. Pp. 76. $1. 

There is no more pressing need in the church today than a suitable 
and adequate manual for religious instruction in the Sunday school 
and the home. This statement requires no proof here. Dr. Gilbert 
has sought to meet this need in his Primer. 

The book consists of eighty-five questions with answers, references, 
and notes, printed on alternate pages, the intervening pages being left 
blank, presumably for convenience in making notes. 

The merits of the book are easily stated. They are the general 
simplicity and pertinency of the questions, the clearness and intelli- 
gence of most of the answers, the avoidance of purely speculative 
subjects, and a pervasive spirit of reverence and faith. A single speci- 
men may be given: "15. What did Jesus say about his teaching? 
Jesus said that his words should not pass away, and that whosoever 
would hear and do them should be like a house built upon a rock." 
A part of the note following this answer is : " The declaration of 
Jesus that one who does his word is as a house built on a rock hews an 
even and straight way through the multitudinous creeds and theolo- 
gies of men." 

The defects of the book soon appear to the careful observer. (1) 
It is called a Primer of the Christian Religion, but the references 
which are meant to support and illuminate the teaching are drawn 
almost exclusively from the four gospels. Yet the authentic epistles of 
Paul are earlier than the earliest synoptic record. (2) The fourth 
gospel is placed on a par with the synoptics as a record of Jesus' words 
and deeds. Critical questions cannot properly enter into a primer, 
but the primer should implicitly recognize the different historical values of 
documents. (3) While agreeably wanting in the abstract and dogmatic 



